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revious system, leaves no doubt upon the minds of the
undersigned of the superiority of the plan at present
established and pursued. And although in some few in-
atances the prices for which the work was done, whenir
was put up to the lowest bidder, were something less
1 ority of the casesit

than the present prices, yet 1n 2 maj
vhere it was done 2

was not less, and in some jnstances ¥
there is sufficient proof before the un-

the lowest prices,
fy them that the contractors matesially

dersigned to satis

cacraficed their interests to their strife for competition. :
resuit which ought'not to be sought for or desired by 3
high minded “aud liberal Legislatore. Tt is a matterd
‘but little difficulty to ascertain what is a just and fair cor:
pensation for the public printing required by the State,
‘without resorting to proposals and competingbids. Wi
ever that price may be, founded upon 2 due regard ol
interests of ail the contracting parties, the undersigaed
pelieve onght to be given by the State. This is belieras
{o be the course pursued by the Congress of the United
‘States, by most of the States of the Union, and if wehaw

been rightly informed, by the Corporation of Baltimore,
who have also abandoned the plan of putting up theit
printing to the lowest bidder.

clusion the atiertio

Flaving arrived at this conci
cted to sscertain whet

cornmitiee was next dire her tne
yiffof prices, which have been patd for the pubiic priatics
for the last five of six years, is just and reasonabies

"n'Le chairman of the commitiee with this view -

cor}‘esponded with some of the printers of the citv of b I
timere, making inquiries as te the rates al which 163 §
would agree to do e work of the same lind. o

A comparison of the offers which have been rectl’ ™ g
in repiy with the prices for whieh the work has bees ¥

scuted, will enable ihe House to form their own J’

upon this subject. .

The price paid for printing 1600 copies of e Laws?

$2 50 per page, folding and stitching included.

The price for which the Baltimore printers prop

execute similar work, is $2 00 per page t jing 3}

stitching to be an extra charge. Assuming
600 pages, which the ub®:

of Laws to average o
e 1o ha the average for the last five or Si* ye g
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the amount of the utmost &ids =%
the prices given and offdrs made, would be 3
for printing the whole votume 92 the Laws.
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